Statement of Concern
Peace and Service Committee, Newtown Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends

In Observance of the Tenth Anniversary of the September 11 Attacks
We join with others in solemn observance of the tenth anniversary of the attacks of September 11, in the unfinished mourning for those who died that day, and in the deep sympathy we hold for their families, friends and colleagues.  As well, we mourn and remember many others - the tens of thousands who have died since then in wars launched in response - and we lend our voice to those who advocate for peaceful prevention of deadly conflict.   
After September 11, the world was united in grief over the tragedy that so deeply shocked this nation.  As we join in sympathy for those who lost their lives, and in recognition of the resilience our country must continue to show, we must realize that the reaction of our leaders compounded the damage to our nation, our society, our economy, our spirit and our standing in the world.    
Let us take the opportunity on this day of remembrance to renew the spirit of unity we felt in the days immediately following the attacks, and once again have our actions follow the principles of democracy and tolerance that we extol.  Let us distinguish the true threats we are facing from destructive and distracting fears about nations and religions, recognizing the core values and humanity that we share.  Let us advocate for measures that will bring real peace and stability, that will build not only skyscrapers and memorials but also our strength and sense of purpose, and that will serve to reestablish our standing in the community of nations.
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