Peace & Service Annual Report 5-2-10
In January 2010, Kathy Harr took over as clerk of the Peace and Service Committee.  Current members include:  Diana Collinelli, Kathy Harr, Karin Hengst, Jenny Hollingshead, Joe Hulihan, Diane LeBas, Christine Le Gall, Alisa Myles, Cyndi Rhodin.
Jenny Hollingshead is serving as the contact person with FCNL for Newtown Meeting.  Our committee continues to sponsor a letter writing campaign on political issues under the guidance of FCNL.  We set this up about once a month following meeting for worship.  We also developed legislative priorities for the 112th Congress for FCNL from our Meeting.  

We considered changing the name of our committee and after discussion decided it suited our goals just fine. While peace is truly our mission, we want to focus on service projects as well.  We will remain Peace and Service Committee at this time.

Hunger in Bucks County continues to be a concern of our committee.  Diana Collinelli was instrumental in launching Bucks Food for Friends and continues to be active in this effort.  We are currently looking into a government funded program implemented through Philabundance that may be able to serve Bucks County elders in need of food assistance.  

We have recently resurrected the Mentor Program under the leadership of Alisa Myles and Christine Le Gal.  They are matching mentors and mentees and planning projects.  

We continue to oversee the Peace Garden.  This spring we cleaned it up and put mulch, generously donated by Phil Getty, on the beds.  We will also be adding wood chips to the walking paths.  After much research and consideration we have decided to embrace the goutweed that has spread as a ground cover in much of the beds, since it is so difficult to eliminate. 
Peter Ray, Peace Fair Coordinator, came and spoke to us about the up and coming 11th annual Peace Fair on September 25, 2010.  He shared with us the need for volunteers to serve on the committee as well as folks to help set up the day before and day of the fair.  We passed this message onto the whole Meeting. 
We are getting ready to review our section of the Meeting website to consider updates.

Our budget is being used to support: mailing costs for letter writing; activities of the Mentor Program; Ramallah Friends School and the Ramallah International Friends Center; Bucks Food for Friends through the Walk Against Hunger.

Submitted by Kathy Harr, Clerk
